Leas Park Junior School
English Vision Statement
Vision
At Leas Park Junior School we provide our children with an engaging and challenging English curriculum. Our vision is to foster a community of confident, fluent readers and articulate, creative writers.  Reading, and promoting a life-long love of reading, is an integral part of our school’s aim. Our children experience an abundance of high-quality literature that informs both our reading and writing curriculum. We ensure our texts are diverse and explore interesting, important and relevant topics. Our lessons are delivered by teachers with excellent subject knowledge so that children are motivated to write and have the skills to do so. 
English sits at the heart of our curriculum, enabling pupils to access learning across all subjects as we prepare them for their next stage of their education and beyond.

Intent
Our English curriculum is designed to:
· Deliver the full statutory requirements of the National Curriculum for reading, writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar so that pupils can meet age related expectations.
· Provide a coherent, progressive approach to writing by emphasising that writing is a process, ensuring consistency and high expectations across all year groups.
· Engage pupils with a wide range of high-quality, diverse texts to develop and build their confidence in comprehension, fluency and enjoyment in reading.	Comment by louisefritchley: Engage - implying active not passive?
· Ensure all pupils develop strong speaking and listening skills that support their learning and social interaction.
· Develop pupils’ vocabulary, grammar and composition skills, enabling them to write effectively for different purposes and audiences.
· Promote inclusivity by ensuring all pupils, including those with SEND, have equitable access to high-quality English teaching.

Implementation
At Leas Park Junior School, our implementation of reading and writing is rooted in high-quality teaching practices, informed by current research and aligned with the National Curriculum. We do not follow a single published scheme; instead, we draw upon a range of proven approaches, including key principles from the Writing Framework (2025), to ensure that teaching is responsive, inclusive and designed to raise standards for all pupils. Our English curriculum is enriched with engaging drama workshops and visitors so that our children enhance their speaking and listening skills through interactive experience and collaborative active learning. 
Writing is taught through well-structured, text-driven units that utilise the Writing Framework to ensure consistency and progression across KS2. Each writing unit follows the full writing process so that pupils learn to write with increasing independence and control:	Comment by louisefritchley: You also run plenty of engaging workshops with outside providers to give hands on experience of a subject the children will be writing on in the english curriculum and in wider learning... worth a line?  Highlights speaking and listening through drama and interactive experience? applying the vocabulary through collaborative active learning in and out of the classroom? 
· Planning: Pupils explore models, gather vocabulary and plan ideas with clear purpose and audience in mind.
· Drafting: Pupils apply taught skills to construct coherent pieces of writing.
· Revising: Pupils review content for effectiveness, meaning and clarity.
· Editing: Pupils refine grammar, spelling, punctuation and vocabulary choices.
· Sharing/Publishing: Pupils present their final work with pride, valuing writing as a communicative and creative act.	Comment by louisefritchley: consider that it is in both practical and creative terms a communicative act?! That is to say a practical tool used in 'real life' as well as a tool, a way of experiencing the world, for self expression or personal development?
Grammar is taught in context, embedded within writing lessons so pupils can apply concepts meaningfully and purposefully within their own compositions. Our writing curriculum is deliberately vocabulary-rich, ensuring pupils are exposed to high-quality language through texts, discussion and explicit teaching. Broadening vocabulary is central to developing confident, expressive writers.	Comment by louisefritchley: mention parent workshops? 
We follow the Letter-Join scheme to ensure handwriting is taught progressively and systematically. Lessons build on prior knowledge, developing fluency, consistency and legibility so that pupils can record their ideas efficiently and confidently.
Spelling instruction follows the National Curriculum sequence, ensuring coverage of statutory spelling patterns, rules, morphology and etymology. Pupils are taught to understand how words are constructed, enabling them to make informed spelling choices and apply their knowledge across all writing.
Reading is delivered through a combination of whole-class reading, independent practice and shared text exploration. Our reading curriculum provides pupils with frequent opportunities to develop fluency, comprehension and deep engagement with a wide range of texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Promoting a love of reading is a priority at Leas Park – our book vending machines, our parent loan trolley, our enticing library, our weekly reading raffle and the reading corners in every classroom are all part of our commitment to creating a school community where all our children read for pleasure. We communicate regularly with parents through our English Newsletters where we share what we read in school and keep parents up to date with the reading that takes place in school as well as making recommendations for how a love of reading can be fostered at home.	Comment by louisefritchley: consider mentioning your english newsletters highlighting the texts or quality texts you think would suit the children in the year groups to keep the conversation going with parents?
Targeted and responsive phonics and reading interventions support pupils who require additional help with decoding, fluency or comprehension. These interventions are monitored carefully to ensure that all pupils make sustained progress.

Impact
· Pupils become confident, fluent readers who can discuss and analyse a wide variety of texts and who choose to read for pleasure.
· Pupils develop into effective, independent writers who understand how to plan, draft, revise and publish high-quality writing for different purposes and audiences. 
· Pupils are confident and clear speakers, using appropriate vocabulary and tone for different situations. They are also careful listeners who listen to others, ask relevant questions, and respond thoughtfully. They take part in discussions by taking turns, building on others’ ideas, and explaining their own views clearly.
· Summative and formative assessments guide teaching and ensure pupils make strong progress in reading and writing in school.	Comment by louisefritchley: in school and is communicated to parents?
· Outcomes in English demonstrate that pupils are well-prepared for the next phase of their education.
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